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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED 1|NFORMATION

1. Accurate identification of Chinese residents of Indochina as to ‘ area of origin in
China proper 1s virtually impossible. It is only practical to classz_f them as

i to dialect spoken. A deduction as to their probebple native provmce is possihle

] in this manner. Grouping as to dialect is the tendency. In clty of Luang Prabang,

i Hainan dialect is spoken by Chinese resideats. In Vientiane, Lhe“re is & uLLxLure

of Swatow-gpeaking and Caatonese-speaking Chinese. In Xlengkhouzmg, Cantores

dialect predominates. Chinese farmers (in the surrounding hill area..) speals

|
|
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merchant class. ‘

2. Mendarin is taught at most Chinese schools, and children of bCﬂOOl .az¢c are be-
coming proficient in both Mandarin and their native dialect. Their =lders ar

il not makirg any attempt to learn Mendarin. i

i 3. Chinese residents of Laos are occupied as merchants, bekers, (and a few) as larmers,

:l The more ambitious are merchants-dealing in export—import trsade. 1 They hLave a

" flourishing trade in opium, which they acquired from Chinese far .usr; living in

the hills, for export from the country. In urban areas, lower- c] ass Chinese are

in many instances occupied as bakers. Vietnam-area Chinese are engaged mostly

in mercantile activity. There are about 50 thousand Chinese residing in Haiphong,

with merchants predominat:.ng as an economic group in the Chinese ‘commmnty.

Tailoring trade is competed for with the Indian population in large; ¢cities such

as Halphong and Hanoi. Export-import trade is invariably cor nerad by Chinese.
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4. French regulations governing import license administration hamper Chinese export-
importers seriously. In Haiphoag, Chinese shopkeepers ars permitted +o import
bui five sewing machines apiece per year. Machines are Sviss—nade and sell well
in Indechina. 1

5. The religious practices of Chinese domiciled in Indochina are mixed. Most have
no religious preference, and for all practical purposes s &re without religion.
There are a few practicing Buddhists, and (proportiona‘bely) still fewer Chinese
Buddhist Temples. Many of the practiciag Buddhiste attend Vietnamese Buddnist
Temples. French (Roman) Catholic missionary activity has attracted & modest
number of Chinese, and Catholic achools have Chinege children attending., A :
number of Vietnamese missionariss have developed a blending of Buddhism and i
Christianity which they offer to both: Chinese and Vietnamese residents, Partici-
pation in the Caocdaist movement is not evident emong the Chinese population in

' Indochina.
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